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School context and highlights
Findon High School continues the journey of a Student Centred Learning community dedicated to providing an inclusive, caring
and supportive environment where the core values of ignite, inspire and empower form the basis of learning for moving the
school forward. Foundation to Graduate 1 students are empowered to achieve their personal ambitions and aspirations through
a documented learning plan in collaboration with the house class or a supportive teacher. This enables students to focus on
building the knowledge, skills and values for a productive life as a respected citizen in our future society.
2019 was a year of consolidation of introducing the new vision of Student Centred Learning across all year levels, with the
process of transforming the delivery of education by continuing to challenge the norms of educational tradition dating back to
the Industrial Revolution of more than 200 years ago. Our vision is to place the student very much at the centre of everything
we do. Our goal continues to create a school that will revolutionise all aspects of school life and allow success in personal,
academic, vocational and sporting outcomes. Students will have an opportunity through a huge variety of activities in our
co-curricular program and in a wide range of community service projects, whilst maintaining a warm friendly school environment
where the care and welfare of our students is utmost.
Some highlights of 2019 worth mentioning include;
•
Delivery of a Certificate III in Music Technology
•
Establishment of the Independent Learning Centre for our onsite FLO students
•
Restorative Peer Mediation Club led by the students
•
The Palms, winners for the third year in a row of the City of Charles Sturt Spring Garden Competition
•
Continued relationship with the Port Adelaide Football Club in delivering the Empowering Youth Program
•
Riverland Performance Road Trip by our Stage 2 Music students
•
'Through Our Eyes' Art exhibition in partnership with The Brocas, City of Charles Sturt Council’s Youth Engagement
facility
•
First ever Colour Run

Governing council report
2019 has seen the continuation of the new direction in learning that was introduced last year with students participating in
Student Centred Learning. This is progressing well and I would like to thank the staff of Findon High School for their efforts and
enthusiasm in making Student Centred Learning successful.
The school underwent an External Review in August 2019 and it was very successful. The External Review Team were
impressed with the changes implemented across the school since the change to Student Centred Learning. Thanks to those
parents and community members who showed support during the review process.
I would like to commend the students’ fundraising activities throughout the year, led by our 2019 prefects and captains. We
have seen funds raised and given to different charities. Some money was also raised and used to help make the school look
better and encourage support for our three house teams with three areas of the school being painted in the house colours. New
mascots for each house were also created by the students and have been incorporated into the new areas as well.
I was honoured to be included in the 2019 Valedictory Evening and to help present awards to the graduating students. The
Governing Council would like to congratulate the 2019 Year 12 class on their graduation and wish them well as they move into
different areas of study or work. Special congratulations go to Jonathan Lam who was named Dux of Findon High School for
2019.
Thankyou to my fellow Governing Council members for your support over the last year and your dedication in helping to ensure
the best outcome for students enrolled in Findon High School.
We look forward to continuing to see student growth and improvements in learning in 2020.

2019 annual report to the community

| Findon High School

2

Improvement planning - review and evaluate
At Findon High School, Student Centred Learning means;
Student-centred pedagogies
•
Features classes that are designed to focus on the need for every student to undertake continuous development
•
Encourages strong student centred leadership
•
Understands that assessment is central to identifying areas of need and to developing strategies for improving and
sustaining student learning
Student empowerment
•
Encourages student voice by providing forums for all students to express their views; students are involved in decision
making at all levels within the school, from the classroom to governing Council level
•
Empowers students to be active, engaged participants in their own learning and learning design
Assessment for learning
•
The learning program is tailored to meet the students’ individual needs
•
Staff use a range of assessment strategies and respond to the data to move each individual student forward in their
learning progression
Community engagement
•
Students engage in and celebrate their cultures and share them with others
•
Creates opportunities for families and communities to participate as equal partners in their child’s education
Relationships
•
Features strong relationships between students, their teachers and support staff focusing on individual strengths and
interests

For 2019 our Foundation and Intermediate students improved in the presentation of their Learning Exhibitions from Semester 1
to Semester 2. The articulation of the capabilities around Literacy, Numeracy, Independence, Creativity, Critical Thinking and
Citizenship (LINCCC) in regards to their learning was significant. Data was collected to investigate which capabilities were
being met the most and those who were not addressed as often.
In review it was decided to move away from the LINCCC and focus on the General Capabilities which would also line up with
Australian Curriculum and the future direction of the SACE with the proposed Learning Profile.
In terms of our senior students and SACE completion we were slightly below the state average. Findon High School had a
SACE completion of 94.74% with 36 out of a potential 38 students achieving their SACE. However, the processes of
intervention and improvement continue to consolidate our SACE results.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and
young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is
students achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and
numeracy. The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the
time of NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above
the SEA for reading and numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data
holdings, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data
holdings, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2017 to 2019 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

30%

25%

Middle progress group

52%

50%

Lower progress group

19%

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

15%

25%

Middle progress group

48%

50%

Lower progress group

37%

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 9 2019

44

44

1

1

2%

2%

Year 9 2017-19 average

38.0

37.7

1.0

1.3

3%

4%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2019.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 grades – percentage of grades that are C- or above
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA)
2016

2017

2018

91%

95%

98%

2019

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Data excludes non-A to E and Withdrawn
Not Graded subject results.

SACE Stage 2 grade distribution
Grade

2016

2017

2018

2019

A+

0%

1%

4%

3%

A

5%

2%

6%

3%

A-

6%

6%

8%

9%

B+

14%

10%

11%

14%

B

14%

17%

16%

16%

B-

15%

20%

17%

11%

C+

13%

15%

16%

16%

C

16%

15%

13%

14%

C-

8%

12%

7%

9%

D+

3%

3%

2%

2%

D

1%

2%

0%

1%

D-

2%

0%

0%

1%

E+

2%

1%

1%

0%

E

1%

1%

0%

0%

E-

0%

0%

0%

0%

N

0%

0%

0%

0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data
may not add up to 100%.

SACE completion - percentage of completers out of those
students who had the potential to complete their SACE in
October that year
2016

2017

2018

2019

97%

95%

98%

95%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2016

2017

2018

2019

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking
vocational training or trade training

16%

16%

14%

21%

Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year
12 certificate or equivalent VET qualification

97%

95%

98%

95%
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School performance comment
Findon High School celebrated another strong year for SACE achievement in 2019. Our SACE completion rate of 94.74% was
just short of the state average. At Stage 2 level the school received an outstanding result of 97% of grades being resulted at a
C- level or better, which matched the previous year’s result. There was merits achieved in both Essential Mathematics and
Workplace Practices, whilst another three A+ results were achieved across Society and Culture and Biology.
The school continues to strive for improvement in the amount of A/B grade band results, which was a modest 56% in 2019. The
average subject grade was a B-, which is just behind the state average of B grade result.
2019 saw a slight downturn in the overall NAPLAN results. This was anticipated given the transition into Student Centred
Learning across many of the learning areas. However, this is expected to change as staff develop additional literacy and
numeracy strategies and become more deliberate and targeted as per the site improvement plan.
45% of students achieved the Standard of Education Achievement (SEA) compared to 48% in 2018 for reading; whilst 57% of
students achieved the SEA in Numeracy compared to 67% in 2018.
The school has implemented a new Professional Learning Team (PLT) structure to improve the way in which staff address the
objectives of the Site Improvement Plan. The PLT’s will focus on literacy for the first half of the year, with numeracy to follow.
This targeted approach is designed to complement the work already conducted by staff via intervention classes, programs and
subsequent professional development; Thinking Maths.
There was improvement in the number of students performing in the Upper Progression Group with 30% of students in reading
compared to 28% in 2018. In addition, there was a reduction in the lower progression group with 19% compared to 28% in
2018. Numeracy however, saw a dip in the upper progress group and an increase in the lower progress group.
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Attendance
Year level

2016

2017

2018

2019

Year 8

81.7%

82.2%

87.2%

89.7%

Year 9

86.4%

82.5%

82.4%

86.7%

Year 10

83.1%

84.8%

85.1%

86.0%

Year 11

86.2%

84.5%

87.1%

84.0%

Year 12

89.5%

88.7%

89.0%

87.7%

Secondary other

93.4%

96.3%

88.4%

93.9%

Total

86.0%

85.3%

86.5%

87.1%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
In general, we have seen a slight increase in whole school attendance in 2019. Whole school strategies for chronic
non-attenders have been put in place with specific attendance-related goal setting. A clear attendance flow chart with allocated
responsibilities has been created for all staff to follow. The school has Lifelong Learning sessions that teaches students a broad
range of topics including building resilience, respectful connections and relationships with others – key elements required for
improved attendance and engagement, along with engagement programs to promote attendance.
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Behaviour support comment
In years 2018 and 2019, there was a concerted approach taken by the Principal to lift behavioural expectations across the
school. The school developed greater consistency in addressing student behaviour, including the process for reporting
behaviour and ensuring continuous low level behaviour was suitably addressed. As a result, the number of detentions for
students went down to 83, the number of suspensions also decreased to 12 with no exclusions. The school has worked to
develop improvement in relationships and engagement with a focus on restorative practices aimed to intervene with proactive
guidance and counselling through the Wellbeing Team.

Client opinion summary
In 2019 no school survey was conducted. However improvement in parent and staff voice was evident in the establishment of a
decision making Governing Council and staff's participation in the 360 degree tool used for staff development. Student Voice
also continues to be a strength in our Student Centred Learning approach with student voice evident via Prefects, School
Captains and in day to day teaching and learning approaches. The school survey has been assigned as a priority area to
collect feedback in 2020.
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Intended destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

4

4.4%

Interstate/Overseas

9

10.0%

Other

1

1.1%

Seeking Employment

4

4.4%

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

1

1.1%

Transfer to Non-Govt School

1

1.1%

Transfer to SA Govt School

17

18.9%

Unknown

53

58.9%

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2019.

Relevant history screening
The school maintains a secure spreadsheet which is reviewed monthly to ensure any certificates nearing expiry are
renewed. Hard copies of individual screening certificates, including those for off-site case workers, school contractors,
volunteers, hirers, therapists, on-site DfE personnel and VET students, are filed and contained within the spreadsheet.
Previous auditing procedures have concluded that site records are well maintained. DfE updates/notifications/alerts are
monitored for changes in processes.
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Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and
workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

39

Post Graduate Qualifications

16

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2019.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

23.3

0.0

14.3

0

25

0

20

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2019.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State

Amount
4,185,547.94

Grants: Commonwealth

11,170.00

Parent Contributions

269,625.32

Fund Raising
Other

3,843.41

139,938.92

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2019 school annual report: Tier 2 funding report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2019 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved behaviour management and Behavioural supplementary funding was used to develop individual student social
functioning and inclusion in classroom environments
engagement

Students' confidence and engagement
improved with support

Improved outcomes for students with
an additional language or dialect

Employment of bilingual SSOs. Support provided by SSOs in mainstream classrooms.

100% SACE completion for EALD
students. IELP students transitioned
successfully

Improved outcomes for students with
disabilities

Students with disability were supported by classroom SSOs, targeted academic
intervention, learning plans, staff professional development and off site courses.

Successful transition from school into
the workforce and tertiary studies

Improved outcomes for
• rural and isolated students
• Aboriginal students
• numeracy and literacy
including early years support
First language maintenance and
development
Students taking alternative pathways
Learning difficulties grant

Indigenous students - AET employed 0.2 and ASETO 0.3 to support students.
Learning plans were developed and implemented. APAS funding was successfully
implemented. A number of Indigenous students participated in the engagement
program - Ice Factor.

Improved attendance and engagement
among our indigenous students.
Students developed confidence,
problem solving and independence in
attempting tasks

Numeracy and literacy intervention was implemented in small classes targeting
students requiring additional support. SSOs provided support in these classes.

Australian Curriculum

STEM scholarship funding used to purchase equipment and access specialised
tutouring to support two students in their STEM learning and engagement.

Aboriginal languages programs
initiatives

N/A

Better schools funding

Ongoing implementation of Literacy and Numeracy intervention programs alongside
MULTILIT dedicated towards the implementation of one to one literacy support.

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students N/A

Primary school counsellor (if
applicable)

N/A

Enhanced learning capacity with
appropriate tools and access to
tutoring

Cultures PLC focusing on the pyramid
of intervention for Numeracy and
Literacy

